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BIO-DATA OF  ANIL KAKODKAR 
 

Anil Kakodkar (born on 11th November, 1943) joined the Bhabha Atomic 

Research Centre (BARC) in 1964, following the one year post graduate training with top 

rank in Nuclear Science and Technology in the then Atomic Energy Establishment. He 

became the Director of BARC in the year 1996 and was the Chairman, Atomic Energy 

Commission and Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Atomic Energy, 

during the years 2000 -2009. Presently, he is the President, National Academy of 

Sciences, India (NASI), Chairman, Technology Information Forecasting and 

Assessment Council (TIFAC) and Chairman, Rajiv Gandhi Science and Technology 

Commission (RGSTC). He also chairs a High-Level Committee set up by Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas.   

Focus of his work has been on self-reliant development of nuclear reactor 

systems to address the Indian programme requirements. Undeterred by the restrictions 

imposed by the international community, he succeeded in developing various systems 

for the pressurized heavy water reactor, in building the Dhruva reactor starting from the 

conceptual stage, in rehabilitation of Madras Atomic Power Station Units 1&2 both of 

which at one stage appeared to be on the verge of being written off following failure of 

the moderator inlet manifolds, in conceptualization and development of Advanced 

Heavy Water Reactor that realizes the next generation objectives through innovative 

configuration of present day technologies besides use of thorium and such other 

technology systems. Utilisation of our vast Thorium resources for energy production has 

received special attention under Kakodkar’s leadership. 

Kakodkar has been a key contributor to India’s strategic programme. He was 

amongst the chosen few involved in the first successful Peaceful Nuclear Explosion 

Experiment that India conducted on May 18, 1974 at Pokhran. And later, he played a 

key role in the series of successful Nuclear Tests conducted during May 1998, again at 

Pokhran. India also demonstrated nuclear submarine powerpack technology under 

Kakodkar’s leadership. 



Kakodkar also championed observer status for India at CERN (European 

Centre for Nuclear Research), partnership in the ITER (International Thermonuclear 

Experimental Reactor) project and exemption for nuclear trade from Nuclear Supplier’s 

Group (NSG) besides several international cooperation agreements in the area of 

nuclear power, acquisition of Uranium and nuclear research.  

Notable also are his innovative contributions to human resource development 

activities. Establishment of NISER (National Institute of Science Education and 

Research), DAE-Mumbai University CBS (Centre for Basic Sciences) and HBNI (Homi 

Bhabha National Institute) are expected to result in a fresh wave of human resource 

development, generating greater experimental capabilities and bringing in linkage 

between basic research and technology development for the acceleration of India’s 

multifaceted atomic energy programme. 

A committee under his Chairmanship has worked out a detailed report for 

greater autonomy of IITs and taking them to world class level. He also chaired an 

Empowered Committee to implement these recommendations. Another Committee led 

by him has carried similar exercise in the context of NITs. He also led a committee set 

up by Government of Maharashtra to look at higher education in the State. The 

committee has made important recommendations that could lead to a paradigm change 

for improvement of higher education in the State. A TIFAC apex group led by him has 

brought out a Technology Vision 2035. Another high-level committee under his 

Chairmanship has made comprehensive recommendations for improvement of safety 

on Indian Railways.  

Dr. Kakodkar devotes his time primarily on issues related to energy, 

education and societal development. He has been piloting a concept called ‘CILLAGE’ 

that constitutes a knowledge bridge between a city and a village and envisages an 

ecosystem that incorporates technology enabled livelihood, links development with 

knowledge and education with technology. 

 

 

 


